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CHAMPIONSHIP NEWSLETTER No. 8 – 2025 
COPPERMINES GRIZEDALE STAGES 

FUCHS LUBRICANTS BTRDA GOLD STAR® CHAMPIONSHIP 

AS YOU WERE, MEN!... 

Although the 2025 Fuchs Lubricants BTRDA Gold Star Rally Championship had already been won and lost, the final round of 
the Protyre Autocare BTRDA Rally Series, the Coppermines Grizedale Stages, set the scene for the resolution of any 
unanswered questions.  

An under-the-weather Alex Vassallo (Fiesta Rally2) ended 
his highly-successful first full BTRDA season as top scorer 
in the Drivers’ table to confirm his 3rd place overall, while 
co-driver Chris Lees had to be content with 2nd as Carl 
Williamson, partnering an unregistered driver, finished 
marginally ahead to take maximum points. However, Lees 
still finishes his campaign as 3rd Gold Star Co-driver. 

  
Alex Vassallo 1st Gold Star 

With 2025 Gold Star winners Matthew Hirst/Declan Dear 
sitting this one out, a good result could possibly have seen 
out-going champions Elliot Payne/Patrick Walsh (Fiesta 
Rally2) move to within a single point of their rivals. 
However, it was not to be – the car was smoking a bit on 
the Friday, leading to the fitment of a replacement turbo. 
Notwithstanding, the problem continued through 
Scrutineering and into the day of the rally. Thinking it was 
burning off excess oil, Elliot/Patrick chose to start but then 
lost power during the opening stage. Something 
mechanical was amiss but, at the time of writing, the jury 

is still out as to the actual cause. Although they weren’t 
able to add to their record-breaking tally of Gold Star wins 
this year, two 1st, two 2nd and a third-place points finish are 
still something others can only dream of!...  

 
Daniel Hiorns/Rob Fagg 2nd Gold Star  

Daniel Hiorns/Rob Fagg (Fiesta S2000t) saved the best till 
last, finishing just outside the Top Ten which saw them 
claim 5th and 6th in their respective tables. Having already 
secured Class B, Pat Naylor/Ian Lawrence (Lancer EVO9) 
were next, after Hiorns/Fagg, to take another maximum to 
end their campaign. For their part, John Bannister/Emma 
Clarke (Impreza) were right behind the Mitsubishi on this 
occasion, confirming their 2nd in class for the season. 
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Patrick Naylor/Ian Lawrence 3rd Gold Star 

PROTYRE AUTOCARE BTRDA SILVER STAR® 
CHAMPIONSHIP 

LEADING FROM THE FRONT!... 

 
Lewis Hooper/Rhys Edwards 1st Silver Star 

In a rare turn of events, the Top Six drivers in the Protyre 
Autocare BTRDA Silver Star® Championship on the 
Grizedale Stages were all in front-wheel drive vehicles! OK 
– having clinched the title on the Cambrian, David 
Henderson was absent – probably still catching up on his 
sleep following the Roger Albert Clark Rally! – but, even 
so, it’s an unusual occurrence! 

Mark Twiname, with an unregistered driver, took 
maximum Silver Star Co-driver points but, already 
confirmed as BTRDA Rallye R2 Cup Champions for the 

second consecutive year, Lewis Hooper/Rhys Edwards 
(Fiesta R2) comfortably led the charge through the Lakes. 
This performance cemented their positions as two-wheel 
drive runner-up and champion respectively for 2025. Tom 
Constantine/Tony Walker (Adam R2) have been 
shadowing them throughout the season and, although 
there was some fresh air between the two crews this time, 
they should be well-pleased with 3rd/2nd Silver Star and 2nd 
in the BTRDA Rallye R2 Cup. 

 
Tom Constantine/Tony Walker 2nd Silver Star 

Riley Chester (Fiesta R2) arrived at the finish of the 
Grizedale Stages just one second behind 
Constantine/Walker, with Oliver Phillips (Adam), Oliver 
Waggett (Mini Cooper S) and Ashleigh Morris/Martin 
Haggett (Fiesta) all muscling in on the action! David 
Dobson/Brian Hodgson (Opel Manta) were the rear-wheel 
drive Silver Star ‘winners’ on the day… 

Geoff Phelps (Escort MkII), who finished on the Silver Star 
podium on a couple of occasions earlier in the season, 
suffered the ignominy of an early bath this time. 

As far as the Jordan Road Surfacing BTRDA Historic Cup 
was concerned, the only crew who could possibly have 
made a difference to the points tables were Ernie & 
Patricia Lee. However, having recorded a time for the 
opening stage, their BMW 325i was not seen again!.. 
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Riley Chester 3rd Silver Star 

FUCHS LUBRICANTS BTRDA BRONZE STAR® 
CHAMPIONSHIP 

YOU CAN’T COME IN WITHOUT A TIE!... 

Following a full-on season in the Fuchs Lubricants BTRDA 
Bronze Star Championship, Dylan Fowler-Bishop/Dan 
Evans (Micra) found themselves tied for 1st place with 
2023/24 Champions Nigel & Kaz Jenkins (Nova). The 
former crew had indicated that they were unable to 
contest the final event, leaving the Jenkins with the task of 
attempting to obtain one more maximum in order to 
break the tie in their favour. However, the best laid plans 
etc… Their rally ended in a ditch on the final stage – nil 
points!… 

 
Luke Watts 1st Bronze Star 

With the loss of Rally North Wales right at the beginning 
of the season, the ‘Calendar of Events’ in the BTRDA Series 
Regulations was necessarily altered to state that each 
competitor’s five best scores from seven would count 
towards their final tally. However, the text below still 
referred to ‘the best six scores’ – the Jenkins had three 
maximums and two 28s, while Dylan & Dan had three of 
each, giving them the nod for their first BTRDA Bronze Star 
title. Congratulations from all at the BTRDA… 

So, Luke Watts (MG ZR) avoided all the pitfalls (and 
ditches!) to complete the event, beat his mum and step-
dad and become only the third person this season to claim 
a maximum in the Fuchs Lubricants Championship. 
However, as it was only his third event this year, none of 
the absent front-runners were left sweating over possible 
demotion!... 

Rob Evett (Nova) had the 2025 BTRDA Rally First Cup sewn 
up ages ago and Giles Armitage’s co-driver, Joshua 
Rhodes, takes home the award for his side of the car!  

MOTORSPORT UK ENGLISH RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP, 
SPONSORED BY KINGFISHER INSURANCE  

HOOPER SWANS IN TO CLINCH TITLE!... 

 
Lewis Hooper/Rhys Edwards Motorsport UK English Rally Champions 

The Grizedale Stages was also the finale of the Motorsport 
UK English Rally Championship, sponsored by Kingfisher 
Insurance. Erstwhile leader, Matthew Hirst (Fabia R5) was 
not present on this occasion but Lewis Hooper (Fiesta R2) 
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- 3rd prior to the start - was and another excellent run to a 
maximum score – the only one of the day - saw him 
leapfrog both Hirst and David Henderson (Escort MkII) to 
claim the 2025 title. Hirst was demoted to 2nd while 
another good performance from Tom Constantine (Opel 
Adam) netted 3rd place. 

So, once again the benefits of a class-based series, such as 
the ERC, are highlighted by the fact that it was not one of 
the most powerful vehicles that came out on top. Saving 
their best scores until last, Alex Vassallo (Fiesta Rally2) 

moved up to 4th place, with Riley Chester (Fiesta R2) four 
points adrift in 5th. Henderson’s absence from Grizedale 
pushed the early-season leader down to an eventual 6th, 
but it’s interesting to note that all six cars finished every 
event they started – a sign of the standard of preparation 
required for success in such a Championship! 

A bit of a rest now – and then it all starts again next March 
with the Malcolm Wilson Rally… 

Photos by Kevin Money & Malcolm Almond

CHAMPIONSHIP POINTS: 

A full list of all the Protyre Autocare BTRDA Rally Series points after the Coppermines Grizedale Stages can be found in the 
Competitor section of www.btrdarally.com. Likewise a list of Motorsport UK English Rally Championship, sponsored by 
Kingfisher Insurance points can be found in the Competitor section of www.englishrally.co.uk 

KIELDER POWER AWARDS 

Thanks to generous support from KIELDER Works Team, they will be awarding one of their valuable “Impact Wrench Kit” as 
a prize on each round of the 2025 Protyre Autocare BTRDA Rally Series.   
Further details of the kit Kielder provide please visit https://www.kielder.co  
On the Coppermines Grizedale Stages the award goes to the highest placed driver in Class H: Luke Watts 

CARLESS RACING FUELS & VITAL EQUIPMENT PRIZE 

Premier competition fuel suppliers Vital Equipment Ltd and Carless Racing Fuels continue their initiative to support Britain’s 
most popular national rally series. On every round of the 2025 Protyre Autocare BTRDA Rally Series two competitors each 
receive 25 litres of Carless Racing Fuel to be redeemed on the next round of the championship.  
On the Coppermines Grizedale Stages the prizes were awarded to: -   

• The winning driver in class A: Alexander Vassallo 
• The winning driver in class HD: no entries, awarded to Class C: Oliver Waggett 

The end of the 2025 season the highest placed Junior Driver who returns to the 2026 Protyre Autocare BTRDA Rally Series 
will receive a fuel deal for each round they enter.  

MINTEX / QUESTMEAD BONUS SCHEME  

The winners of the Mintex Awards on the Coppermines Grizedale Stages, each of whom receive a FREE set of competition 
brake pads from Questmead Ltd, are: -  
Randomly selected starter in the Bronze Star: Nigel Jenkins 
Randomly selected starter in the Gold Star/Silver Star: Daniel Hiorns 
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Steve or Alan Brown from Questmead can be found in the Service Area at most events but to claim your reward, please 
contact them in advance on 01706 363939.  

2025 AWARDS EVENING SATURDAY 17 JANUARY 2026 

The Awards Evening will be taking place at Drayton Manor Hotel on Saturday 17 January 2026, tickets can be purchased from 
the new BTRDA Membership website, https://btrda.digitickets.co.uk/.  

Can anyone yet to return trophies from last year can you please contact Ian Lawrence to arrange return 
andrewlawrence10@aol.com  

COPPERMINES GRIZEDALE STAGES POST EVENT SURVEY 

For those who competed on the Coppermines Grizedale Stages, can you take a few moments to complete the post event 
survey using the following QR code 

 

MOTORSPORT UK NATIONAL COMPETITION RULES 2026 

The rules requiring Rally2/R5 to run in homologated specification come into force, having been passed in September 2024 
with a year's grace period given. 

Please note that this also includes the requirement to run a 32mm restrictor and a homologated Pop-off Valve in 
accordance with FIA Technical List No. 43. For confirmation, the only modification from Homologated specification 
permitted for this vehicle type is a RHD conversion. Please familiarise yourself with Ch. 13 App. 16 Art. 4.2.a and Ch.13 App. 
24 Chart 50. 

Updated seeding rules for multi-venue forestry stage rallies, prioritising anticipated performance while managing risk to 
less experienced crews 

Revised notional time rules 

Clarification in Classes 1, 2 and H8 
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2025 Award Winners 
 

 

Fuchs Lubricants BTRDA GOLD STAR® RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP 
 

Champion Driver Matthew Hirst Champion Co-Driver Declan Dear 

Second Overall Elliot Payne Second Overall Patrick Walsh 

Third Overall  Alexander Vassallo Third Overall Chris Lees 

 
Protyre Autocare BTRDA SILVER STAR® RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP 

 

Champion Driver David Henderson Champion Co-Driver Rhys Edwards 

Second Overall Lewis Hooper Second Overall Tony Walker 

Third Overall Tom Constantine Third Overall Barry Young 

 
FUCHS Lubricants BTRDA BRONZE STAR RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP (1400’s) 

 

Champion Driver Dylan Fowler-Bishop  Champion Co-Driver Dan Evans  

Second Overall Nigel Jenkins Second Overall Kaz Jenkins 

Third Overall Edward James Third Overall Kevin Lane 

Overall Championship Award Winners are not eligible for class awards 
 

 Protyre BTRDA RALLY SERIES - CLASS AWARDS 
To qualify for a BTRDA Rally Series award a competitor must have started at least 4 qualifying events 

 

A Driver Co-Driver B Driver Co-Driver 

1st Daniel Hiorns Jordan Joines 1st Patrick Naylor  Ian Lawrence 

2nd Liam Clark Rob Fagg 2nd John Bannister Emma Clarke 
3rd Colin Minton Asta Sigurdardottir 3rd James Giddings Aled Davies 

C Driver Co-Driver D Driver Co-Driver 

1st Gareth Humphreys Aaron Mallin 1st Riley Chester  

2nd James Gratton-Smith Tom Jordan 2nd   

3rd Oliver Waggett Jamie-Lee Fox 3rd   
E Driver Co-Driver F    Driver Co-Driver 

1st David Dobson Brian Hodgson 1st Oliver Phillips  
2nd Geoffrey Phelps Samuel Kelter 2nd  Ashleigh Morris  

3rd  Nathan Wearden Benjamin Watts    
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BTRDA Rallye R2 CUP 
 

BTRDA Junior R2 HQ Cup  
 

 
 

 
Jordan Road Surfacing BTRDA HISTORIC CUP  

 

Champion Driver  David Henderson Champion Co-Driver John Millington 

 

Class HB Driver  Co-Driver 
1st Steve “Korky” Ward  John Millington 

Fuchs Lubricants BTRDA BRONZE STAR CHAMPIONSHIP – CLASS AWARDS 
 

RS-A Driver Co-Driver RS-B Driver 

1st Giles Armitage Joshua Rhodes 1st Robert Evett 

 
BTRDA RALLY FIRST CUP 

 

Champion Driver Robert Evett Champion Co-Driver Joshua Rhodes 

 
 

BTRDA CHAMPIONSHIP AWARDS 
 

First Junior Driver (£250 from Mintex) Lewis Hooper 

First Junior Co-Driver    Aaron Mallin 

First Senior Driver    Patrick Naylor      

First Senior Co-Driver      Ian Lawrence 
 

  

Champion Driver Lewis Hooper Champion Co-Driver Rhys Edwards 

Champion Driver Lewis Hooper 
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Special BTRDA Trophies & Awards presented by the BTRDA Rallies Committee 
 

 Ian Butcher Trophy (best performance in 1st season).       

 Mickey Dee Trophy (Special Award)      

 Stross Trophy (best performance on National Championship)  

 Bill Turner Trophy for best BTRDA event.          

 Richie Holfeld Maximum Attack Trophy.             

 Rally Man of the Year (Phil Price Trophy).          

 John Gott Special Award presented by the BTRDA      

 
The awards for the 2025 Protyre Autocare BTRDA Rally Series and the Motorsport UK English Rally Championship, 
sponsored by Kingfisher Motorsport will be presented at the Dinner and Awards Ceremony which will take place 
on Saturday 17th January 2026 at the Drayton Manor Hotel, Tamworth, Staffordshire 
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2025 Award Winners 
 

 

MOTORSPORT UK ENGLISH RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP, sponsored by KINGFISHER MOTORSPORT 
 

Champion Driver Lewis Hooper Champion Co-Driver Rhys Edwards 

Second Overall Matthew Hirst Second Overall Declan Dear 
 

Overall Championship Award Winners are not eligible for class awards  

 
 

MOTORSPORT UK ENGLISH RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP, sponsored by KINGFISHER MOTORSPORT  
To qualify for an English Rally Championship award a competitor must have started at least 4 qualifying events 

 
 

Class E7 Driver Co-Driver Class E6 Driver Co-Driver 

1st Robert Evett  1st Nigel Jenkins Kaz Jenkins 
2nd   2nd Dylan Fowler-Bishop Dan Evans 

3rd   3rd  Edward James Kevin Lane 

Class E5 Driver Co-Driver Class E4 Driver Co-Driver 
1st Tom Constantine Tony Walker 1st  Riley Chester John Millington 

2nd Ashleigh Morris  2nd David Henderson Brian Hodgson 
3rd Oliver Phillips  3rd Steve “Korky” Ward  

Class E3 Driver Co-Driver Class E2 Driver Co-Driver 

1st Gareth Humphreys Aaron Mallin 1st Patrick Nalyor Ian Lawrence 
2nd Oliver Waggett Jamie-Lee Fox 2nd John Bannister Emma Clarke 

3rd Andrew Fox     

Class E1 Driver Co-Driver    

1st Alexander Vassallo Patrick Walsh    

2nd  Liam Clark Jordan Joines    

3rd  Elliot Payne     

 
 

MOTORSPORT UK ENGLISH RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP, sponsored by KINGFISHER MOTORSPORT 
JUNIOR AWARDS 

 

First Junior Driver (£250 from Mintex) Lewis Hooper 

First Junior Co-Driver    Aaron Mallin 

 

 

The awards for the 2025 Protyre Autocare BTRDA Rally Series and the Motorsport UK English Rally Championship, 
sponsored by Kingfisher Motorsport will be presented at the Dinner and Awards Presentation which will take place 
on Saturday 17th January 2026 at the Drayton Manor Hotel, Tamworth, Staffordshire 
 




