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CHAMPIONSHIP NEWSLETTER No. 7 – 2025 
LEWIS & HUNTER CAMBRIAN RALLY 

FUCHS LUBRICANTS BTRDA GOLD STAR® CHAMPIONSHIP 

STRIKING GOLD!... 

Matthew Hirst/Declan Dear (Fabia R5) took their second consecutive win on the Lewis & Hunter Cambrian Rally, the 
penultimate round of the Protyre Autocare BTRDA Rally Series, and, as a result, this fourth maximum points score of the 
season gave them their first Fuchs Lubricants BTRDA Gold Star Championship title. Hirst/Dear cemented their victory in fine 
style – with the opening stage being lost to the event following an earlier incident, they set FTDs on the first five of the six 
remaining tests and were a mere 1.1s behind Elliot Payne/Patrick Walsh (Fiesta Rally2) on the final one. There have been 
some bumps in the road along the way which the Skoda crew has overcome in formidable style and congratulations are due 
from everyone at the BTRDA! 

 
Matthew Hirst/Declan Dear 1st Gold Star 

Out-going triple Gold Star Champion Payne – with Walsh 
who has also added the Irish National Championship title 
to his rallying CV this year - finished 2nd on both the event 
and in the Gold Star Championship. Depending on what 
happens on the Grizedale Stages, the final round, the 
margin could be as little as a solitary point!... 

Liam Clark (Fiesta Rally2), who was 3rd fastest on five 
stages, finished in that same position overall and, 
continuing his solid season, Alex Vassallo (Fiesta Rally2) 
was 4th on four – and quicker on the other two! – to finish 
a handful of seconds behind Clark. Closing out an excellent 
BTRDA Top Five were Daniel Hiorns/Rob Fagg (Fiesta 
S2000t). 

Finishing 8th overall was enough for Pat Naylor/Ian 
Lawrence (Lancer EVO9) to secure Fuchs Lubricants Gold 
Star Class B for 2025. While they started the Cambrian in 
a very strong position, the demise of both James 
Giddings/Aled Davies (Lancer EVO9) and John 
Bannister/Emma Clarke (Impreza) during the day helped 
to bring the matter to a conclusion with an event to spare.  

 
Elliot Payne/Patrick Walsh 2nd Gold Star 

Needing good results on each of the final two rounds of 
the BTRDA Series in order to reap some reward for their 
obvious speed, Daniel Sigurðarson/Asta Sigurðadóttir 
(Fabia RS) clipped a gatepost on first actual stage of the 
day (SS2) and removed a wheel – game over! Following the 
Border Counties Rally, the Icelanders were holding 2nd 
overall in the Gold Star Championship but, then, absence 
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from the Nicky Grist and a couple of DNFs sent their 
season into a downward spiral. Hard luck and we hope to 
see you back with us in 2026! 

 
Liam Clark 3rd Gold Star 

PROTYRE AUTOCARE BTRDA SILVER STAR® 
CHAMPIONSHIP 

DAVID IS GOLIATH!... 

 
David Henderson/Chris Lees 1st Silver Star 

David Henderson/Chris Lees (Escort MkII) finished (lucky!) 
13th on the Cambrian Rally to secure the Protyre Autocare 
BTRDA Silver Star Championship for the driver. However, 
Lees has not been a crew member for the full season, 
leaving Rhys Edwards (Lewis Hooper) to be crowned as 
Silver Star Co-driver Champion. Once again, 

congratulations to both David and Rhys on their support 
of the BTRDA and their success in so doing!  

 
Tony Simpson 2nd Silver Star 

Tony Simpson, making a rare Rally Series outing in his 
Seacon Fiesta, was next, narrowly holding off the 
attentions of Riley Chester (Fiesta) to take maximum 
BTRDA Rallye R2 Cup points. Oliver Phillips/Barry Young 
(Opel Adam) were a small matter of four seconds behind, 
with Tom Constantine/Tony Walker (Adam) next. 

 
Riley Chester 3rd Silver Star 
Already confirmed as BTRDA Rallye R2 Cup Champions for 
the second consecutive year, Lewis Hooper/Rhys Edwards 
(Fiesta) had no need to take risks. On the day, while 
actually only just over a minute behind the ‘winner’, they 
were 4th in the category, having given best to Simpson, 
Chester and Constantine.  



  
 

www.btrdarally.com 
 

 
  

  

      

 

David Henderson’s spoils from the 2025 season also 
include the Jordan Road Surfacing BTRDA Historic Cup. 
However, his earlier change of co-driver means that John 
Millington is Champion Co-driver. He and Steve Ward 
(Escort MkII) lost six minutes to their rivals on the opening 
stage of the Cambrian and thus, by their standards, posted 
a very mediocre result which, unfortunately, did nothing 
for their designs on either Silver Star or the Historics. 

FUCHS LUBRICANTS BTRDA BRONZE STAR 
CHAMPIONSHIP 

DOING THE SPLITS!... 

 
Nigel & Kaz Jenkins 1st Bronze Star 

No matter how many competitors are involved, the Fuchs 
Lubricants BTRDA Bronze Star Championship always 
provides some frenetic action and, this year, even more 
than usual! Dylan Fowler-Bishop/Dan Evans (Micra) won 
the first three encounters and then Champions in 
2023/24, Nigel & Kaz Jenkins (Nova), have come out on top 
on the last three – including the Cambrian. So, the two 
crews are tied for 1st place with all eyes now focussing on 
Grizedale for a resolution to the stalemate. 

Ed James/Kevin Lane (Micra Kit Car) have maintained a 
100% finishing record throughout their campaign and, for 
a while, had been between Fowler-Bishop/Evans and the 

Jenkins in the points. However, the intense rivalry at the 
front has seen them slip to 3rd following the Cambrian 
which, whatever happens in early December, is where 
they’ll finish the season. 

 
Dylan Fowler-Bishop/Dan Evans 2nd Bronze Star 

Former Championship front-runner Dave Brick (Nova) put 
in an appearance in Llandudno but his challenge ended on 
SS3, Brenig, while Luke Watts (MG ZR) retired on the next 
one, Alwen.   

Giles Armitage/Josh Rhodes’ attempts to boost their 
standing in the BTRDA Rally First Cup came to nought 
when their Peugeot 205 stopped on the first stage of the 
day.. 

 
Ed James/Kevin Lane 3rd Bronze Star 

Photos by Kevin Money & Malcolm Almond
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CHAMPIONSHIP POINTS:  Competitors to check!  

A full list of all the Protyre Autocare BTRDA Rally Series points after the Lewis & Hunter Cambrian Rally can be found in the 
Competitor section of www.btrdarally.com .   

These points will become final on Monday 3 November subject to no protests.  

KIELDER POWER AWARDS 

Thanks to generous support from KIELDER Works Team, they will be awarding one of their valuable “Impact Wrench Kit” as 
a prize on each round of the 2025 Protyre Autocare BTRDA Rally Series.   
Further details of the kit Kielder provide please visit https://www.kielder.co  
On the Lewis & Hunter Cambrian Rally the award goes to the highest placed driver in Class C James Gratton-Smith 

On the Grizedale Stages  the award will go to the winner of Class H 

CARLESS RACING FUELS & VITAL EQUIPMENT PRIZE 

Premier competition fuel suppliers Vital Equipment Ltd and Carless Racing Fuels continue their initiative to support Britain’s 
most popular national rally series. On every round of the 2025 Protyre Autocare BTRDA Rally Series two competitors each 
receive 25 litres of Carless Racing Fuel to be redeemed on the next round of the championship.  
On the Lewis & Hunter Cambrian Rally the prizes were awarded to: -   

• The winning driver in class C: James Gratton-Smith 
• The winning driver in class B: Patrick Naylor 

The two awards on the Grizedale Stages will be for Class A & HD 

At the end of the 2025 season the highest placed Junior Driver who returns to the 2026 Protyre Autocare BTRDA Rally Series 
will receive a fuel deal for each round they enter.  

MINTEX / QUESTMEAD BONUS SCHEME  

The winners of the Mintex Awards on the Lewis & Hunter Cambrian Rally, each of whom receive a FREE set of competition 
brake pads from Questmead Ltd, are: -  
Randomly selected starter in the Bronze Star: Chris Bush 
Randomly selected starter in the Gold Star/Silver Star: Gareth Humphreys  
Steve or Alan Brown from Questmead can be found in the Service Area at most events but to claim your reward, please 
contact them in advance on 01706 363939.  

ON EVENT BTRDA REPRESENTATION 

The on event BTRDA representation at the Grizedale Stages will be Neil Cross, Ian Arden, Rod Parkin, Sarah Jones & Geoff 
Doe (Eligibility Scrutineer) 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS:     

Wyedean Stages Saturday 8 November 2025 

A qualifying round of the Motorsport UK English Rally Championship sponsored by Kingfisher Insurance, the Wyedean has 
attracted a strong entry, visit https://www.wyedeanstages.co.uk for more information or 
https://www.rallies.info/webentry/2025/wyedean/entries.php?type=s for the seeded entry list 

Grizedale Stages Saturday 6 December 2025 

The final round of both the Protyre Autocare BTRDA Rally Series and Motorsport UK English Rally Championship, sponsored 
by Kingfisher Motorsport is the Grizedale Stages. Using Grizedale East and West on the same day for the first time since 
1995 the event is promising 43 stage miles and 31 road miles. Entries are limited to 90 and we’re told the event will have a 
full entry. Visit https://www.grizedalestages.co.uk for more information or 
https://www.rallies.info/webentry/2025/grizedale/entries.php?type=u for the unseeded entry list  

2025 AWARDS EVENING SATURDAY 17 JANUARY 2026 

The Awards Evening will be taking place at Drayton Manor Hotel on Saturday 17 January 2026, further details will be released 
in the next few weeks. In the meantime can anyone yet to return trophies from last year can you please contact Ian Lawrence 
to arrange return andrewlawrence10@aol.com  

DECALS 

Competitors are reminded that they must display the BTRDA Rally Series decals on each qualifying event to be eligible to 
score points in the Protyre Autocare BTRDA Rally Series and the Motorsport UK 2025 English Rally Championship, Sponsored 
by Kingfisher Motorsport.  These include a sponsor panel on each side of the car and a championship screen strip which 
must be displayed on the windscreen, not on the roof.  Checks will be carried out to ensure compliance with this. 

We allow some latitude on the first round but from round 2 this will be strictly enforced. 

Co-drivers with non-registered drivers must carry 2 x BTRDA club decals on the car.  

Decals are available from the BTRDA Championship Co-ordinator Neil Cross Tel: 07767773862 or the Championship 
representatives at each of the qualifying events in the Protyre Autocare BTRDA Rally Series. 

ON EVENT FUEL 

Vital Equipment are the recommended fuel supplier for the BTRDA Rally Series and will be providing a re-fuel service at all 
the events. They supply both a Motorsport UK compliant Super Unleaded fuel and a FIA spec Carless turbo fuel. We strongly 
emphasise the convenience, safety and organisational benefits that using the Vital Equipment facility brings to competitors.   

To order your fuel please use the on-line order facility listed in the Competitors section of the BTRDA Rally Series website.  
www.vitalequipment.co.uk/pages/btrda-rally-series-fuell-order-form  
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SPECIAL STAGE FILMING 

The popular coverage of the Protyre Autocare BTRDA Rally Series by ‘Special Stage’ from all rounds of the championship 
will be shared on various platforms including the Special Stage Facebook page, the BTRDA Rally Facebook page and YouTube.  
It will try to include coverage of all the categories / classes where it is practical to do so, in order to tell the story of the event. 
Some of the online coverage will be split into shorter packages and released separately.   

LEWIS & HUNTER CAMBRIAN RALLY POST EVENT SURVEY 

For those who competed on the Lewis & Hunter Cambrian Rally, can you take a few moments to complete the post event 
survey using the following QR code 

 


