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CHAMPIONSHIP NEWSLETTER No. 6 — 2025

TRACKROD FOREST STAGES

FUCHS LUBRICANTS BTRDA GOLD STAR® CHAMPIONSHIP

HOT STUFF!...

The route of the Trackrod Forest Stages, the fifth round of the Fuchs Lubricants BTRDA Gold Star Rally Championship, had
had to be amended to avoid the peat bog fires that have plagued the North York Moors in recent times. However, to put it
mildly, things above ground were on the warm side as well! The records show that the event was won, for the second
consecutive time, by Matthew Hirst/Declan Dear (Fabia R5), giving the crew their third maximum score of the season and,
with two rounds remaining, setting up what could be a grandstand finish to the year.

Continuing with the theme of heat, after three of the five
stages, defending Gold Star Champions Elliot
Payne/Patrick Walsh (Fiesta Rally2) were leading the
event, but by just 0.5s from Hirst/Dear. However, things
were about to get even hotter on the second run through
Dalby when the Fiesta’s turbo caught fire, precipitating
Payne’s first retirement from a BTRDA event — and there
have been quite a few! —since March 2022... Whether the
sight of their rivals in trouble upset their rhythm is
debatable but, in the same stage, Hirst/Dear’s Fabia also
spent 20s on its side after clipping a bank. It was soon
righted by spectators and they were on their way once
more. Phewl...

Matthew Hirst/Declan Dear 15t Gold Star

Putting their DNF on the Woodpecker behind them, Daniel
Sigurdarson/Asta Sigurdadéttir (Fabia RS) arrived back in

Filey to take runners-up spot, marginally over a quarter-
of-a-minute behind the winners. Having also had a
‘challenging’ previous round - although, unlike the
Icelanders, actually getting to the finish! — Alexander
Vassallo (Fiesta Rally2) was back on top form with 5™
overall and 3" BTRDA points scorer which now sees him as
runner-up in the table, between Hirst and Payne, as the
series heads towards its conclusion.

Daniel Sigurdarson/Asta Sigurdaddttir 2" Go Star

Further BTRDA representation in the Trackrod Top Ten
included Liam Clark (Fiesta Rally2), Daniel Hiorns/Rob Fagg
(Fiesta S2000t), Stephen Pawson (Fiesta R5) and Pat
Naylor/lan Lawrence (Lancer EVO9) who, in the absence of
both Russ Thompson and James Giddings, had Class B
virtually to themselves — although they still had to record
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a finish, which is more than they managed on the
Woodpecker!...

Alexander Vassallo 3 Gold Star

Joining Payne/Walsh on a surprisingly short ‘List of
Retirements’ — which will be of no consolation to any of
those included in it! — were John Bannister/Emma Clarke
whose Impreza departed the fray on Gale Rigg when a TCA
broke.

PROTYRE AUTOCARE SILVER STAR®

CHAMPIONSHIP

BTRDA

BACK TO THE FRONTL...

David Henderson/Chrls Lees 1% Silver Star

David Henderson (Escort Mkll) started his Protyre
Autocare BTRDA Silver Star® Championship at full tilt by
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taking maximum points on each of the first two rounds. A
retirement on the third brought him back down to earth —
literally! — but 2" on the Woodpecker set the wheels
moving in the right direction once more and saw him, and
recently installed co-driver Chris Lees, back on the top step
of the two-wheel drive podium on the Trackrod.
Henderson is currently 3 in the Silver Star table but, once
dropped scores come into effect, the three maximums on
his card will, doubtless, pay dividends...

Baz Jordan/Arwel Jenkins 2™ Silver Star

Barry Jordan/Arwel Jenkins’ Mitsubishi Galant recorded its
best run of the season to take 2" while, having been the
‘bridesmaids’ in both Silver Star and BTRDA Rallye R2 Cup
terms all season, Tom Constantine/Tony Walker (Adam
R2) managed to pull one back by finishing ahead of Lewis
Hooper/Rhys Edwards (Fiesta R2) on the North York
Moors. Nevertheless, it is the Fiesta crew who lead the
Silver Star table at this moment and, while the Top Three
will, likely as not, continue shuffling for some time yet,
they have already achieved their aim of taking back-to-
back Rallye R2 Cup titles. Such has been their overall
domination of the category that they’'ve wrapped it up
with two rounds to spare! Congratulations...

Knocking on the door of a Top Three Silver Star spot is
Steve Ward (Escort MkIl) — co-driver John Millington is
already in 3" place but, while we await developments, the
pair are also leading the Jordan Road Surfacing BTRDA
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Historic Cup. Only David Henderson and Barry Jordan,
himself, are within striking distance but there’ll be a few
miles of tarmac — and a lot of gravel! — to cover before we
know the outcome!
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Tom Constantine/Tony Walker 3™ Silver Star

FUCHS  LUBRICANTS BTRDA
CHAMPIONSHIP

BRONZE  STAR®

SUPER NOVA STARS AGAINL...

Nigel & Kaz Jenkins 1t Bronze Star

In what is fast becoming something of a topsy-turvy
season, Nigel & Kaz Jenkins’ double Fuchs Lubricants
BTRDA Bronze Star Championship-winning Nova led the
charge on the Trackrod, pushing Dylan Fowler-Bishop/Dan
Evans (Micra) into 2" place for the second time in a row —
so, that’s now 3-2 to the Micra in terms of maximum
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scores to date! Two rounds to go — are they going to let
anyone else in or will the season be dominated by just the
two crews? It’s perhaps worth remembering that, in 2023,
the Jenkins totally overwhelmed the opposition, finishing
the year with a ‘full house’ of 180 points. Well, that’s not
going to happen this time but it’s looking like it could be a
two-horse race!...

Dylan Fowler—Bishop/a s " onze S

Once again, Ed James/Kevin Lane (Micra Kit Car) wisely
stayed clear of the battle taking place ahead of them to
maintain not only their 100% finishing record this season
but also their runners-up spot in the table. Luke Watts
made his first appearance of the year and took his MG ZR
to an untroubled 4™ place in the category while, in spite of
the best efforts of Giles Armitage/Josh Rhodes ((Peugeot
205), Rob Evett (Nova) confirmed his position as the
winner of the 2025 BTRDA Rally First Cup

Ed James/Kevin Lane 3™ Bronze Star
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MOTORSPORT UK ENGLISH RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP,
SPONSORED BY KINGFISHER INSURANCE

TO FINISH FIRST, YOU MUST FIRST FINISH!...

Lewis Hooper/Rhys Edwards

The Motorsport UK English Rally Championship,
sponsored by Kingfisher Insurance, entered the second
half of its calendar with a visit to the North York Moors for
the Trackrod Forest Stages. For the past month, since the
Woodpecker Stages, David Henderson (Escort Mkll) and
defending English Rally Champion Elliot Payne (Fiesta
Rally2) had been sharing top spot but in the knowledge
that, with the scores of the chasing pack being so close,
one slip could seriously affect their position.

CHAMPIONSHIP POINTS: Competitors to check!

.
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Andrew & Jaime-Lee Fox Class C

And so it came to pass... While leading the event overall,
Elliot Payne/Patrick Walsh’s Fiesta Rally2 suffered a turbo
fire which caused instant retirement and, by the end of the
day, Elliot had dropped from 1= to 8" place in the table!...
On the other side of the coin, David Henderson took his
third maximum from four events to not only claim the
Championship lead for himself once again but also
increase his advantage.

Trackrod Stages winner Matthew Hirst (Fabia R5) and Tom
Constantine (Opel Adam R2) were the other drivers to
score maximum points for their efforts and the focus of
attention now moves to the Wyedean Forest Rally at the
beginning of November. Hirst, and co-driver Declan Dear,
have won the event on the past four occasions and, on
current form, it would be brave to bet against that record
being extended still furtherl...

Photos by Kevin Money & Malcolm Almond

A full list of all the Protyre Autocare BTRDA Rally Series points after the Trackrod Forest Rally can be found in the Competitor
section of www.btrdarally.com Likewise a list of Motorsport UK English Rally Championship, sponsored by Kingfisher
Insurance points can be found in the Competitor section of www.englishrally.co.uk

These points will become final on Monday 6 October.
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KIELDER POWER AWARDS

Thanks to generous support from KIELDER Works Team, they will be awarding one of their valuable “Impact Wrench Kit” as
a prize on each round of the 2025 Protyre Autocare BTRDA Rally Series.

Further details of the kit Kielder provide please visit https://www.kielder.co

On the Trackrod Forest Rally the award goes to the highest placed driver in Class B. Patrick Naylor
On the Lewis & Hunter Cambrian Rally the award will go to the winner of Class C
CARLESS RACING FUELS & VITAL EQUIPMENT PRIZE

Premier competition fuel suppliers Vital Equipment Ltd and Carless Racing Fuels continue their initiative to support Britain’s
most popular national rally series. On every round of the 2025 Protyre Autocare BTRDA Rally Series two competitors each
receive 25 litres of Carless Racing Fuel to be redeemed on the next round of the championship.

On the Trackrod Forest Rally the prizes were awarded to: -

e The winning driver in class D: Riley Chester
e The winning driver in class E: Geoff Phelps

The two awards on the Lewis & Hunter Cambrian Rally will be for Class C & B

At the end of the 2025 season the highest placed Junior Driver who returns to the 2026 Protyre Autocare BTRDA Rally Series
will receive a fuel deal for each round they enter.

MINTEX / QUESTMEAD BONUS SCHEME

The winners of the Mintex Awards on the Trackrod Forest Rally, each of whom receive a FREE set of competition brake
pads from Questmead Ltd, are: -

Randomly selected starter in the Bronze Star: Luke Watts

Randomly selected starter in the Gold Star/Silver Star: John Bannister

Steve or Alan Brown from Questmead can be found in the Service Area at most events but to claim your reward, please
contact them in advance on 01706 363939.

ON EVENT BTRDA REPRESENTATION

The on event BTRDA representation at the Lewis & Hunter Cambrian Rally will be Neil Cross, Bryan Hull, lan Arden, Rod
Parkin, Matt Baddeley & Geoff Doe (Eligibility Scrutineer)

FORTHCOMING EVENTS:
Cambrian Rally, supported by Lewis & Hunter Contracting Saturday 25 October 2025

The 2025 Cambrian Rally offers Competitors a compact route within the counties of Conwy and Denbighshire, visiting the
Cerrigydrudion, Betws-y-Coed and Clocaenog localities. Entries are still open and close on Saturday 11 October. Visit
https://cambrianrally.co.uk for more information
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DECALS

Competitors are reminded that they must display the BTRDA Rally Series decals on each qualifying event to be eligible to
score points in the Protyre Autocare BTRDA Rally Series and the Motorsport UK 2025 English Rally Championship, Sponsored
by Kingfisher Motorsport. These include a sponsor panel on each side of the car and a championship screen strip which
must be displayed on the windscreen, not on the roof. Checks will be carried out to ensure compliance with this.

We allow some latitude on the first round but from round 2 this will be strictly enforced.
Co-drivers with non-registered drivers must carry 2 x BTRDA club decals on the car.

Decals are available from the BTRDA Championship Co-ordinator Neil Cross Tel: 07767773862 or the Championship
representatives at each of the qualifying events in the Protyre Autocare BTRDA Rally Series.

ON EVENT FUEL

Vital Equipment are the recommended fuel supplier for the BTRDA Rally Series and will be providing a re-fuel service at all
the events. They supply both a Motorsport UK compliant Super Unleaded fuel and a FIA spec Carless turbo fuel. We strongly
emphasise the convenience, safety and organisational benefits that using the Vital Equipment facility brings to competitors.

To order your fuel please use the on-line order facility listed in the Competitors section of the BTRDA Rally Series website.
www.vitalequipment.co.uk/pages/btrda-rally-series-fuell-order-form

SPECIAL STAGE FILMING

The popular coverage of the Protyre Autocare BTRDA Rally Series by ‘Special Stage’ from all rounds of the championship
will be shared on various platforms including the Special Stage Facebook page, the BTRDA Rally Facebook page and YouTube.
It will try to include coverage of all the categories / classes where it is practical to do so, in order to tell the story of the event.
Some of the online coverage will be split into shorter packages and released separately.

TRACKROD FOREST RALLY POST EVENT SURVEY

For those who competed on the Trackrod Forest Rally, can you take a few moments to complete the post event survey
using the following QR code, or visit https: https://forms.gle/6pTaN74PX5ytMKMC7
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