
 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

      
 

CHAMPIONSHIP NEWSLETTER No. 7 - 2019 
 

NICKY GRIST STAGES 

JORDAN ROAD SURFACING BTRDA GOLD STAR® CHAMPIONSHIP 

MAKING THE MOST OF A GOLDEN OPPORTUNITY!... 

Having emerged victorious from each of the first four rounds of the Jordan Road Surfacing BTRDA Rally Series, Euan 
Thorburn and Paul Beaton needed just one more good result from the remaining three rallies in the calendar to ensure 
that the BTRDA Gold Star Championship trophy returned to Scotland this year. In the event, they wasted no time in 
completing the task by winning Round 5, the Nicky Grist Stages, in their well-travelled - and, certainly up to now, superbly 
reliable - Ford Focus WRC. 

Fastest times on six of the eight stages, including the 
opener, saw the champions-elect lead from the start 
and, by the time they arrived at the finish in Builth Wells, 
the winning margin had extended to just over a minute. 
Congratulations from all at the BTRDA for such a 
masterful performance!.... 

1st Overall Euan Thorburn/Peaul Beaton 

After a run that included one FTD and, apart from the 
final stage, never being lower than third quickest, 
Stephen Petch/Michael Wilkinson finished 2nd - again! 
Their Fiesta has recovered from its disastrous start to 
the season and, should it maintain its current run of 
form, runner-up spot in the Gold Star Championship is a 
definite possibility.... 

2nd Overall Stephen Petch/Michael Wilkinson 

In his first full season in an R5 Fiesta, Sam Bilham has, 
necessarily, spent much of the time acclimatising 
himself to his new steed. It’s been something akin to a 
game of Snakes & Ladders at times but, with the 
experienced Patrick Walsh installed to help steady the 
ship, the Nicky Grist Stages saw them produce by far 
their best result to date - 3rd overall. As if to prove a 
point, they were fastest on the final stage and, although 
they can no longer afford any mistakes, similar results 
on the final two events could quite conceivably produce 
a podium finish in the Gold Star Championship. 

3rd Overall Sam Bilham/Patrick Walsh 

The Mitsubishis of Pat Naylor/Ian Lawrence and Russ 
Thompson/Andy Murphy were separated by a handful 
of seconds in 5th & 6th places overall, while Matthew 
Hirst/Declan Dear took the B13 honours for the second 
time this season in their own Lancer. Richard 
Sykes/Simon Taylor’s similar car was next up, moving 
them to the head of the table, while Steve 
Simpson/Mark Glennerster’s brand-spanking new 
Hyundai i20 R5 rounded off the Top Ten. 

Theo Bengry/Les Forsbrook made a brief reappearance 
in their Proton Iriz R5 but would be on their way home 
after the first stage, while B13 casualties included Petr 



 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

      
 

Krizan/Lukas Sintal’s Lancer and the Imprezas of 
erstwhile leader Richard Hill and Ian Bainbridge.   

BTRDA PRODUCTION CUP 

JUST WHEN YOU THOUGHT IT WAS SAFE!... 

1st Production Cup Pat Naylor/Ian Lawrence 

As mentioned above, Pat Naylor/Ian Lawrence and Russ 
Thompson/Andy Murphy’s Top Six finishes on the Nicky 
Grist netted them 1st & 2nd place points in the BTRDA 
Production Cup® which move both crews to within 
touching distance of leaders Scott Faulkner/Gareth 
Parry. Having taken maximums on the previous three 
rounds, they knew that a similar performance in mid 
Wales could possibly see them crowned as champions. 
However, what a difference a day makes! Their Lancer 
succumbed to differential failure on SS6, warranting 
their first retirement of the season but, more 
importantly, leaving a mere six points between first and 
third in the table... The outcome could possibly be 
sorted out on the Woodpecker, but the likelihood is that 
the North York Moors will be party to the final acts in 
this particular battle!...   
  

1st ST Trophy Bobby Mitchell& Shannon Turnbull 

Similarly, prior to heading for Builth, with four back-to-
back wins, Zak Hughes/Tom Wood had made the MRF 
Fiesta ST Trophy all their own. One more and it would 
have been game over, but it was not to be - not on the 

Nicky Grist Stages at any rate!... A broken bottom arm 
sustained on SS6 afforded them their first retirement of 
the season and, after three second-places, allowed 
Bobby Mitchell & Shannon Turnbull to take their first 
‘win’.  

Steven Ormond-Smith maintained his 100% finishing 
record and is still within mathematical reach of the 
title...  

JORDAN ROAD SURFACING BTRDA SILVER STAR® 
CHAMPIONSHIP 

LEPLEY WINS THE WAR - BUT NOT THE BATTLE!.... 

1st Silver Star Andy Davison/Tom Murphy 

George Lepley’s defence of his 2018 Jordan Road 
Surfacing BTRDA Silver Star® Championship crown 
(among others!) had been uninterrupted throughout 
the first half of the season - four maximums had put him 
in the pound seats to the point that - just like Gold Star! 
- one more good score would seal the deal. Such had 
been his dominance that he didn’t necessarily have to 
‘win’ the category to be crowned champion once more. 
And so it was on the Nicky Grist that, while both Andy 
Davison/Tom Murphy (Talbot Sunbeam VXR) and Rally 
Series newcomer Jason Pritchard’s Historic spec. Escort 
finished ahead of him, 3rd place in Baz Jordan’s 
immaculate Avenger was enough to clinch both Silver 
Star and BTRDA Historic Cup titles. 

Apart from a retirement on the season-opening 
Cambrian Rally, Davison/Murphy have been threatening 
for a while and, although there were only 22s between 
1st & 3rd, a win is a win. For his part, Builth Wells resident, 
former multiple British Historic Rally Champion and 
defending Motorsport UK Asphalt Rally Champion 
Pritchard rounded off his day with 8th= fastest time on 
the final stage before travelling the short distance home 
for tea! 
 



 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

      
 

1st Historic Jason Pritchard 

Behind Lepley/Tom Woodburn, Ben Friend/Cliff 
Simmons put their retirement on the Plains Rally behind 
them to bring their Escort home to a Top Twenty finish, 
just ahead of Tommi Meadows’ Fiesta R2.  

Meanwhile, Damian Pratts/Jonny Tad Evans have not 
finished an event since the Cambrian - a broken clutch 
cited as the reason for their Escort’s non-appearance at 
the final control this time... 

BTRDA RALLYE R2 CUP 

MEADOWS LEADS THE FIELD!... 

1st R2 Cup Tommi Meadows 

So, in a situation similar to that in Silver Star, we have 
Tommi Meadows posting his first win in the BTRDA 
Rallye R2 Cup but, notwithstanding a body-damaging off 
on the Flying Finish of the last stage, Perry 
Gardener/Keaton Williams are declared 2019 
Champions following their 2nd place on the Nicky Grist. 
They also win a free entry on the WRGB National Rally 
through the ‘Road to Wales’ scheme which continues to 
recognise the efforts of the BTRDA. 

James Giddings/Sion Cunniff (Fiesta) were 3rd, ahead of 
Tony Simpson/Ian Bevan who overcame a 
disappointingly low seeding to take 4th. Bringing to an 
end a prolonged absence, followed by a retirement on 

the Plains, Ed Fossey/Will Rutherford broke the Fiesta 
monopoly with 5th place in their Peugeot 208. 

Aided by five consecutive finishes, including a maximum 
on the Malcolm Wilson, Simpson/ Bevan’s efforts have 
put them into 2nd place in the table with two rounds to 
go. However, both 3rd & 4th places - Meadows & 
Giddings - have a score in hand. Interesting times 
ahead... 

FUCHS LUBRICANTS BTRDA 1400 CHAMPIONSHIP 

SUNBEAM LIGHTS UP THE STAGES!... 

For the second year running, Chris Powell/Jim Lewis 
guided their Talbot Sunbeam to victory in the Fuchs 
Lubricants BTRDA 1400 Championship on the Nicky Grist 
Stages and, for the fourth event in a row, Steve 
Black/Paul Morris (Suzuki Swift) finished directly behind 
them, albeit on this occasion a minute-and-a-half in 
arrears. 

1st 1400 Chris Powell/Jim Lewis 

Maximum scorers on the previous three rounds, Callum 
Black/Michael Gilbey’s progress was also lit up but, in 
their case, it was the oil pressure light on their MG ZR’s 
dashboard that was a major cause for concern. They can 
count themselves lucky to finish - but they did and 
remain in contention for the title. 

Richard Jordan/James Gratton-Smith were 5th in their 
Proton Satria, with Dominic Hodge/ Stefan Arndt’s 
Micra 6th. The Escorts of Aaron Rix/Rob Cook & Noel 
Lappin/Will Atkins were next, with Stuart Spyer/Pete 
Williams (Corsa) just behind them. 

Unusually, there were no retirements in Class 1400S 
which is more than can be said for 1400C where both 1st 
& 2nd placed Mat Evans (Peugeot 205) and Richard 
Garnett (Nissan Micra) failed to make it back to Builth. 
However, every cloud.... Adrian & Matt Walk profited 
from their rivals’ misfortunes to take their Ford Ka to 
maximum points on this occasion. 



 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

      
 

Sam & Liam Johnson took top BTRDA Rally First 
Championship honours in their Seat Arosa, with the 2.0 
MG ZRs of Graham Roberts and newcomers Simon & 
Alex Stanbury next. Championship leader Joseph Keen 
was absent but, although his advantage is considerable, 
it can’t be described as safe... 

1st Rallt First Sam & Liam Johnson 

TCS JUNIORS 

THE DASH FOR CASH CONTINUES! 

The latest drivers and co-drivers whose bank accounts 
will benefit from Tynemouth Computer Services’ 40th 
birthday celebrations are Matthew Hirst, Tommi 
Meadows, George Lepley, Tom Murphy, Rhys Stoneman 
(who finished 13th in a B13 Impreza) & Keaton Williams.   

Congratulations to all and thanks, once again, to Martin 
Liddle for his magnanimous gesture! 

TCS Junior Driver Matthew Hurst 

BTRDA Historic Cup prize 

There was a very close battle in the BTRDA Historic Cup 
with five Class H3 cars finishing in the Top 20.  As 
highlighted elsewhere in this Newsletter, Jason 
Pritchard eventually won this contest by just 4 seconds 
ahead of George Lepley and with it the £500 prize for 
the highest placed Historic Cup driver.        

LOOKING TO THE FUTURE: 

The Nicky Grist Stages was the second of the four 
counting rounds for the new BTRDA Junior Driver 
incentive which has been donated by Adam Kent, the 
1998 BTRDA Gold Star Rally Champion.  Adam’s 
company, Install Automation Ltd, will provide a £2,500 
prize fund for a leading BTRDA Junior Driver to be used 
for entries to events in the 2020 BTRDA Rally Series. The 
winner will be chosen from a short-list of the three 
drivers with the highest total points score on the final 4 
events in the 2019 BTRDA Junior Championship.   
Following the Nicky Grist Stages Matthew Hirst (38) is 
just one point ahead of George Lepley (37) with Rupert 
Flynn and Gareth Clarke tied for third with 27 
points.  Next up is the Woodpecker Stages

All photos courtesy of  Kevin Money and Malcom Almond, Jordan Road Surfacing BTRDA Rally Series official 
photographers  

CHAMPIONSHIP POINTS:  Competitors to check !  
A full list of all the JORDAN Road Surfacing BTRDA Rally Series points after the Nicky Grist Stages can be found in the 
Competitor section of www.btrdarally.com   These points will become final on Saturday 27th July.     

THE ROAD TO WALES:  
After yet another excellent result on the Nicky Grist Rally, Perry Gardener has won the 2019 BTRDA Rallye R2 Cup and 
with it the Road to Wales prize of a free entry on the Wales Rally GB National Rally.  

MINTEX / QUESTMEAD BONUS SCHEME:  
The winners of the Mintex Awards on the Nicky Grist Stages, each of whom receive a FREE set of competition brake 
pads from Questmead Ltd, are: -  



 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

      
 

Improvement on Start No:  1400’s/Rally First:  Richard Jordan - Proton Satria (Class 1400S)   
Improvement on Start No:  Gold Star/Silver Star:   Andy Davison - Talbot Peugeot VRX (Class B11)      
Steve or Alan Brown from Questmead can be found in the Service Area at most events but to claim your reward, 
please contact them in advance on 01706 363939.  

FORTHCOMING EVENTS:     
 
TYNESIDE STAGES - 4th AUGUST 
Round 4 of the MAXXIS Tyres Motorsport UK English Championship the next round is the Tyneside 
Stages on the Otterburn Ranges on Saturday 4 August.  Event regulations and on-line entries are currently live and can 
be found at  www.alnwickmotorclub.co.uk/tyneside-stages-rally 

WOODPECKER STAGES - 31st AUGUST   
Round 6 of the JORDAN Road Surfacing BTRDA Rally Series and Round 5 of the MAXXIS Tyres Motorsport UK 2019 
English Rally Championship is the EVENTSIGNS WOODPECKER STAGES RALLY Entries for the 2019 Woodpecker 
Stages Rally will open on Wednesday 17th July. Regulations, Entry Form and On-line entries will be available in 
the Competitor section of our web site: www.woodpecker-rally.co.uk. 

We are pleased to say that EventSigns are continuing as sponsor for our 2019 event, extending an involvement that 
started with the first Woodpecker in 1983.  

We will again be running ALL 2WD cars first on the road in reverse seeded order, followed by all 4WD cars in the 
second group seeded in normal order.  

Ludlow Racecourse will be the location for all pre and post event formalities on Friday and Saturday and for two 
service halts during the event. There will be five  special stages totalling 44 miles in the Marches and mid Wales, two 
stages in Haye Park, two stages in Radnor and one in Hopton. The second runs through Haye Park and Radnor will use 
different stage routes. Awards will be presented at the final control as crews arrive back at Ludlow Racecourse.  

TRACKROD FOREST STAGES - 28th SEPTEMBER 
Entries will open on 1st August for the final round of the 2019 JORDAN Road Surfacing BTRDA Rally Series and Round 6 
of the MAXXIS Motorsport UK English Rally Championship, the Trackrod Forest Rally.  This event was awarded the Bill 
Turner Trophy for the best round of the 2018 BTRDA Rally Series details and will be held on Sat 28th September.  More 
details will be on the event website at www.rallyyorkshire.co.uk  

DECALS:   Competitors are reminded that they must display the 2019 BTRDA Rally Series decals on every qualifying 
event to be eligible to score points in the JORDAN Road Surfacing BTRDA Rally Series and the MAXXIS Motorsport UK 
2019 English Rally Championship.  These include a sponsor panel on each side of the car and a championship screen strip 
which must be displayed on the windscreen, not on the roof.  Decals are available from the BTRDA desk at event signing 
on.  NB: Not carrying a screen strip will also exclude the car from any film coverage.   Co-drivers with non-registered 
drivers must carry 2 x BTRDA club decals on the car.  

ON EVENT FUEL:  Vital Equipment are the recommended fuel supplier for the BTRDA Rally Series and will be providing 
a re-fuel service at all the events. They supply both a Motorsport UK compliant Super Unleaded fuel and a FIA spec 
Carless turbo fuel. We strongly emphasise the convenience, safety and organisational benefits that using the Vital 
Equipment facility brings to competitors.   
To order your fuel please use the on-line order facility listed in the Competitors section of the BTRDA Rally Series website.  
www.vitalequipment.co.uk/pages/btrda-rally-series-fuell-order-form  

LIVE RESULTS:   All events in the BTRDA Rally Series use the excellent Tynemouth Computer Services (TCS) to provide 
live event results. This is the most comprehensive and detailed results system currently operating and enables 
competitors, supporters and spectators to follow events via the live online web results service.    

SPECIAL STAGE filming:  



 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

      
 

The popular coverage of the JORDAN Road Surfacing BTRDA Rally Series by ‘Special Stage’ from all rounds of the 
championship will be shared on various platforms including Frontrunner TV and our BTRDA Rally Facebook page and 
BTRDA Rally Series website.  Previous BTRDA Rally Series videos can be found in the Video section of the website.   
The coverage will try to include all categories / classes where it is practical to do so, in order to tell the story of the event 
and some of the online coverage will be split into shorter packages and released separately.   
In order to help Special Stage to produce more informed programmes we encourage competitors to send information 
about their exploits to Special Stage ASAP after each event. This should be done online via the driver info page 
at   www.specialstage.co.uk/driver-info        

AWARDS EVENING:  A note for your diary to confirm that the 2019 JORDAN Road Surfacing BTRDA Rally Series and 
MAXXIS Tyres Motorsport UK English Rally Championship Awards evening will be held at Drayton Manor Hotel, Nr 
Tamworth, West Midlands on Saturday 11 January 2020.  Further details will be announced later in the year 

MAXXIS Tyres Motorsport UK 2019 ENGLISH RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP  

For the 2019 MAXXIS English Rally Championship the calendar includes seven of the best Nat B ‘English’ based stage 
rallies.  Best 5 scores to count. The Championship is open to all cars that comply with Motorsport UK Safety and Technical 
Regulations.  

  Event Date Location 
Malcolm Wilson Rally 9th March Lake District 
Tendring Clacton Rally  28th April Clacton, Essex 
Plains Rally  11th May Oswestry 
Tyneside Stages 4th August Otterburn  
Woodpecker Stages  31st August Shropshire 
Trackrod Forest Rally 28th September North Yorkshire 
Wyedean Stages Rally  9th November Forest of Dean 

 
NB:  The MAXXIS Tyres Motorsport UK 2019 English Rally Championship registration is part of the 2019 BTRDA Rally 
Series and BTRDA membership package. More information about the English Rally Championship can be found at 
www.englishrally.co.uk 

CHAMPIONSHIP TEAM  
Ian Arden is the Competitor Liaison Officer and will be out on each round of the Championship supported by other 
members of the BTRDA Rally Committee. Norman and Howard will be out on selected events along with Andrew Hail. 
Below is the current list of BTRDA attendees at events, although this is subject to change: 

Event BTRDA Rep BTRDA Rep BTRDA Rep Eligibility Scrutineer 
Woodpecker Ian Arden Howard Wilcock  Geoff Doe 
Trackrod Ian Arden Howard Wilcock  John Cooper 

Other committee members will be out on selected events supporting the above 

Ian Arden:      Email: ian@btrdarally.com            Mob: 07917 355169 
Neil Cross:  Email: trec1.nec@btinternet.com Mob: 07767 773862 
Norman Robertson: Email: norman@btrdarally.com 
Howard Wilcock: Email: howard@btrdarally.com 

CHAMPIONSHIP ELIGIBILITY SCRUTINEERS 

John Cooper:    Email: jccmstech@gmail.com       Tel: 01208 863406 Mob: 07702 240970  
Geoff Doe:   Email: geoff@doemotorsport.com     Tel: 01270 780356 Mob: 07808 129663  
Andrew Farrington: Email: andrew.farrington@hotmail.co.uk Tel:    Mob: 

 


