
  

 

 

     
 

 

 

CHAMPIONSHIP NEWSLETTER No.7 – 2016 
 

NICKY GRIST RALLY 
 

RAVENOL BTRDA GOLD STAR® CHAMPIONSHIP 

 

The Royal Welsh Showground, in Builth Wells, played host 

to the sixth round of the RAVENOL BTRDA Gold Star® 

Rally Championship, the Nicky Grist Stages, and the 

comprehensive TCS results from the event tell us that, 

during the eight stages, there were three different 

leaders. At the risk of stating the obvious, the trick is 

being in that position at the end of the day, rather than at 

the beginning, and so it was that Luke Francis and John H 

Roberts took their third maximum of the season to keep 

their hopes of Gold Star Championship success very much 

alive.... Their Mitsubishi Lancer EVO9 arrived back at the 

finish exactly one minute ahead of runners-up Stephen 

Petch/Michael Wilkinson (Ford Fiesta R5+), another crew 

whose performances so far have left them with no margin 

for error but who, like the winners on the day, are still in 

with a shout of that coveted title!  

 Stephen Petch/Michael Wilkinson – Fiesta R5+  - 2nd Gold Star Championship 
 

Paul Benn/Richard Cooke took the final podium place, 

finding their Focus WR02 ideally suited to the slippy 

conditions. The next two places were occupied by the 

Group N Lancer EVO9s of Russ Thompson/Andy Murphy 

and Richard Hill, but more of them anon. Martyn and 

Dawn England rounded off the Top Six as the 

acclimatisation to their Fiesta R5+ took a massive step 

forward. They were only ten seconds off 5
th

, causing the 

dri er to po der hat if  he d put so e e  t res o  for 
the afternoon stages!.... 

Sacha Kakad/James Aldridge were the third Group N crew 

to finish in the Top Ten, while Ian Joel/Graeme Wood 

were 8
th

 i  their Es ort Cos orth. These t o had t ee  
seen since the Malcolm Wilson in March and an accident 

in Cumbria prompted a major rebuild of the car and the 

necessary absence from events while it was undertaken. 

They assumed their place on the leaderboard after SS6 

and, but for an errant turbo pipe during the morning, 

could quite conceivably have been there sooner! 

 
Paul Benn/Richard Cooke – Ford Focus WR02 – 3

rd
 Gold Star Championship 

 

Prior to the Nicky Grist, Julian Reynolds had only been 

seen on one BTRDA Rally Series event - that was the 

Plains which he and Patrick Walsh won. So, what price a 

repeat performance this time? Well, fastest time on the 

opening stage put their Focus WRC into a short-lived lead. 

A slow time on the first run through Halfway dropped 

them to 4
th

 at a stroke, but worse was to come. On the 

triangle in SS3 a lump of tarmac, complete with white 

line ! , e a e edged et ee  the Fo us  od ork 
a d su pguard. What the re  did t realise at the ti e 
was that the incident had punctured the radiator, leading 

to overheating and retirement on SS4. Still, it could have 

been worse - they might have been double yellow lines 

a d the  the  ould t ha e ee  a le to stop!..... 
With two more rounds still to run, a good result here 

ould irtuall  ha e se ured this ear s Gold Star title for 
Charlie Pa e/Carl Willia so . The d s ored ell o  all 
five events so far and the signs were encouraging this 

ti e. After ‘e olds  departure, Fra is o ed i to the 
lead of the Nicky Grist but, following a stall on SS3 and oil 

o  the La er s i ds ree  through the e t o e, 
Pa e/Willia so s Fiesta topped the ti esheets. It was 

still there after SS5 but an electrical problem on the 



  

 

 

     
 

 

 

second run through Halfway saw the car grind to a halt - 

game over, for today at least! 

Karl Si o s  id for Cha pio ship glor  took a k o k 
after his Impreza landed in a Crychan ditch, while Steve 

Simpson/Mark Glennerster were out on the opening 

stage after a similar feat in their Fiesta S2000. 

Everyone with aspirations to succeed Dave Weston/Kirsty 

Riddick as RAVENOL BTRDA Gold Star® Rally Champions 

now has the benefit of a break until the Woodpecker 

Stages at the beginning of September. For some, time 

o t e the o l  thi g the ll ha e to spe d!....   
 

BTRDA PRODUCTION CUP and FIESTA ST TROPHY 
 

THOMPSON S rd
 FROM 4

th
! 

 

As mentioned above, Russ Thompson/Andy Murphy took 

a superb 4
th

 place overall in their Lancer EVO9 on the 

Nicky Grist to give them their third maximum points score 

of the season in the BTRDA Production Cup.  

 
Russ Thompson/Andy Murphy - Lancer EVO9 - 4

th
 overall  & 1

st
 Production Cup 

  

They led home Richard Hill, who was having his first foray 

in the series in another EVO9, by half a minute. Third on 

the day was the EVOX of Sacha Kakad/James Aldridge, 

with Daniel Moss/Sam Allen (EVO9) taking next place 

points. 

The Fiesta STs were out in force once again and, while 

Cameron Da ies/Lee Ta lor s fifth o se uti e a i u  
s ore puts the  i to the lead of the Troph , Sa  Bilha s 
sixth score from six starts actually sees him leading the 

BTRDA Production Cup at this stage. However, without 

wishing to take anything away from anyone s garga tua  
efforts, it should be noted that Russ Thompson is 

currently just three points adrift of the lead. On this 

occasion, it was George Lepley/Arwel Jenkins who were 

keeping Davies/Taylor honest - after the latter crew 

incurred a road penalty, the final margin was only six 

seconds, even after a puncture on SS7....  

 
George Lepley/Arwel Jenkins – 2

nd
 Fiesta ST 

 

Six of the Fiesta STs left the Showground, but only five 

ere to see the fi ish after Mathe  Da ies  e a ple 
exited stage left on SS2 when its gearbox broke. 

Production Cup leaders prior to the start of the Nicky 

Grist, Andy Davies/Max Freeman, were brought back 

down to earth - literally! - he  o e of their I preza s 
ball joints snapped on SS6. Never mind - Thompson, 

Kakad and now Davies have all dropped the obligatory 

two scores already and now face the final two events in 

the calendar knowing that any mistakes could cost them 

dearly. Pressure? Absolutely.....        

  

RAVENOL BTRDA SILVER STAR® CHAMPIONSHIP 
 

EDWARDS/TOMLINSON LEAD FROM THE FRONT!.... 
 

Having opted to miss the trip to Carlisle for the previous 

round of the RAVENOL BTRDA Silver Star® Rally 

Championship, Gavin Edwards/Caron Tomlinson came 

back with a vengeance! Their Escort Mk2 finished 10
th

 

overall which earned them a class win and the maximum 

Silver Star points that went with it consolidated their 

Championship lead. Boyd Kershaw/Bryan Hull were next 

in their Escort, in spite of a day fraught with problems. 

First of all, they lost a windscreen wiper as they left the 

start - and, yes, they were being used at the time! - while 

a pu ture a d others ith the ar s steeri g erel  
added to the tension. However, with two firsts and two 

seconds on the oard, the re still o e of a u er of 
crews who could finish the season as champions.  

Phill Burton/Mal Capstick (Escort) were 3
rd

 for the fourth 

time this season! However, on this occasion, it marked a 

return to form following an accident on the Plains and 

missing the Carlisle Stages while the car was repaired. 



  

 

 

     
 

 

 

Although not in line for any end-of-season silverware, 

Theo Bengry/Les Forsbrook were next up in their Historic-

spec. Escort Mk2, finishing precisely 0.3s ahead of the 

Nova of Gareth Edwards/Dylan Andrew and as a 

consequence winning the Historic Cup category ahead of 

Jonathon Brace and Nev Jones.  However, Robin 

Shuttleworth/Ronnie Roughhead still hold a good lead in 

the Historic Cup overall.   

 
Gavin Edwards/Caron Tomlinson – Ford Escort Mk2 – 1

st
 Silver Star 

 

THOMAS PANELS BTRDA 1400® CHAMPIONSHIP  
 

SUNBEAM LIGHTS THE WAY - AT LAST!... 
 

Chris Po ell/Ji  Le is  seaso  i  the Tho as Pa els 
BTRDA 1400 Championship has not been what one could 

term an unbridled success.  

 
Chris Powell/Jim Lewis - Talbot Sunbeam - 1

st
 1400 Championship 

 

Four retirements in the first five rounds have served 

merely to strengthen their resolve and this time it all 

came right - just! Their Talbot Sunbeam completed all 

eight stages but, at some point during the day, the 

alternator failed, making for a nail-biting journey back to 

the finish. Thankfully, there was a successful outcome 

which netted the Hereford crew maximum points to add 

to the 2
nd

 place they gained on the Plains. 

Runners-up on the Nicky Grist were Ulstermen Jordan and 

Paul Hone whose Proton Satria was comfortably ahead of 

the Nova of third-placed Wayne and Huw Lewis. 

In spite of a fuel leak, Neil Andrew/Dom Adams (Micra) 

won Class 1400C and this keeps them as the current 

ki gsof the astle  i  the Tho as Pa els  
Championship. Carl Davies/Richard Jones (Micra) are next, 

above the Hones, but Freddy and To  Bri k s third 
retirement of the season after their Nova shed a wheel on 

the openingstage has given their Championship 

aspirations a knock. James Williams/Paul Wakely, 

i ers  o  the Plai s, also retired fro  the Ni k  Grist 
when their Ka refused to come out of 2

nd
 gear, causing 

their fourth DNF of the season.  

 

VITAL EQUIPMENT RALLY FIRST CHAMPIONSHIP 
 

WELLS PUMPED UP!.... 
 

 
Richard Wells/Calvin Houldsworth-VW Polo – 1

st
 Rally First 

 

Richard Wells, accompanied by Calvin Houldsworth, took 

his 1.6 VW Polo to top honours in the Vital Equipment 

Rally First Championship on the Nicky Grist Stages. The 

pair finished a minute, or so, in front of Emily & Eliot 

‘etalli k s Peugeot XS a d their efforts ere oosted 
by the erstwhile leaders Do i i  Hodge/Stefa  Ar dt s 
failure to finish after putting their Micra off the road on 

SS6. This chain of events elevates the wife-and-husband 

team, who still have the luxury of another score to drop, 

to top spot in the table, while Hodge/Arndt have already 

registered two DNFs....  

Tom Williams/Emma Morrison (Fiesta R1) and Chris  



  

 

 

     
 

 

Hickman/Alex Stanbury (MG ZR) both came away from 

Builth Wells with healthy additions to their scorecards, 

while Sheldon Furby/Carrie Rogers (MG ZR) are handily 

placed to benefit from any unfortunate incidents that 

might possibly befall the opposition in the remaining two 

rounds!...  
 

The photographs in our Newsletters and on our websites are 

courtesy of Ralliphotos Wales. (ralliphotoswales@yahoo.co.uk) 

 

CHAMPIONSHIP POINTS  
 

A full list of all the RAVENOL BTRDA Rally Series points 

can be found in the Competitor section of 

www.btrdarally.com.  Please note that it is the best 6 

scores to count so from now on some competitors will be 

dropping their lowest scores.  

 

MINTEX / QUESTMEAD BONUS SCHEME  

The winners of the Mintex Awards on the Nicky Grist 

Stages, each of whom receive a FREE set of 

competition brake pads from Questmead Ltd, were: - 

Best Improvement on Start Number in Gold Star/Silver 

Star: Bob Vardy - Fiesta R2 (B10) 

Best Improvement on Start Number in 1400/Rally 

First: Tom Williams (again!) Fiesta R1 (RF1.6) 

Steve or Alan Brown from Questmead can be found in the 

Service Area at most events. To claim your reward, please 

contact them in advance on 01706 363939. 

 

HYUNDAI GENPOWER Awards 2016 

Hyundai Genpower are offering £300 worth of vouchers 

for Hyundai generators or pressure washers on each 

event. 

At the Nicky Grist Stages it was for competitors in the 

BTRDA Historic Cup and the winners are: - 

Theo Bengry £150, Jonathan Brace £100 and Neville 

Jones £50. 

On the Woodpecker it will be the turn of BTRDA 

competitors in Class B10. 

The winners of the Hyundai Genpower vouchers will be e-

mailed direct by Genpower to confirm arrangements for 

claiming their awards.  

 

BTRDA RALLY CHALLENGE  
 

PETCH PERFECT!... 
 

Stephen Petch (driver) and Richard Crozier (co-driver) 

were the main beneficiaries of BTRDA Rally Challenge 

points on the Nicky Grist Stages. The maximum scores 

obtained put them into the lead of their respective 

ategories as the i ed-surfa e  series o  heads a k 
on to asphalt for the next couple of rounds. Challenge 

leader before the flag dropped on the Nicky Grist Stages 

was George Morrison but, having completed all the 

stages, the Newark driver failed to make the finish after 

o e of his MG )‘ s sho k a sor ers s apped.... I  a  
effort to ake up the lost grou d, Morriso s a e 
appears on the entry list for the next round, the Tyneside 

Stages in early August, but then again, so does that of 

Stephen Petch! The latest BTRDA Challenge points are 

published in the Bulletins section of the BTRDA rally 

website. 

 

 
The Nicky Grist Stages was not part of the MAXXIS MSA 

English Rally Championship but the competition returns 

with the Tyneside Stages on 7
th

 August followed by the 

popular Woodpecker Rally on 2
nd

 September.   After 3 

rounds Cameron Davies (Fiesta ST) leads both the overall 

Dri ers  Cha pio ship a d the Ju ior Dri ers 
Championship and his co-driver Lee Taylor leads the 

respective co-drivers tables.   However, with 4 more 

rounds to go there is still every opportunity for 

competitors in this class based championship.  A full list of 

all the Championship points are published in the 

Competitors section of the Championship website 

 www.englishrally.co.uk 

 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS: 
 

 Event Signs Woodpecker Rally – 2
nd

 September  

The 2016 Woodpecker Stages Rally will be based, as usual 

at Ludlow Racecourse, with over 40 competitive stage 

miles in the Radnor, Hopton, Haye Park and Bringewood 

forests. Competitors will return to Ludlow Racecourse for 

two services through the day, before heading back there 

for the finish.  Entries are filling quickly with 92 already 

paid and accepted. More details from the website at :  

http://www.woodpecker-rally.co.uk 

 

Trackrod Rally Yorkshire – 1
st

 October 

This year Trackrod Rally Yorkshire will be based at 

Scampston Hall near Malton. This will be Rally HQ, 

scrutineering, documentation and the finish of the event, 

which will again use the very best of the classic Yorkshire  

http://www.btrdarally.com/
http://www.englishrally.co.uk/
http://www.woodpecker-rally.co.uk/


  

 

 

     
 

 

forest stages. The plan for 2016 is to start the rally from 

the Central Service Park based at Adderstone Arena 

within Dalby Forest, which will reduce road mileage. 

Regulations for the Trackrod Rally Yorkshire are due to be 

published in early August. For more details visit  

www.rallyyorkshire.co.uk 
  

TESTING TESTING !     

Just a reminder to competitors that there is always a 

possibility of either unannounced fuel testing by the MSA 

or drugs testing by the UKAD team on any UK motorsport 

event.    

Also confirmation that fuel additives are not permitted 

unless they are specified in the MSA definition of Pump 

Fuel.  
 

ON EVENT FUEL:  Vital Equipment are the official fuel 

supplier to the Championship. They are at all the events 

and provide a consistent quality MSA compliant Super 

Unleaded fuel and an FIA spec Carless turbo fuel. They 

ensure fuel is dispensed under strictly controlled and safe 

conditions. We strongly emphasise the convenience and 

safety benefits this brings to competitors.  

To order your fuel please use the on-line order facility 

listed in the Competitors section of the BTRDA Rally 

Series website. NB: The deadline for orders is 7 days 

before the event. 

Competitors please note:  The MSA have recently 

approved a new regulation 38.1.7, to be implemented 

from 1
st

 Ja uar  7, hi h sa s that refuelli g a  o l  
take place at locations designated  the e e t orga iser  
(or use pump fuel dispensed from public filling stations).  

This is to stop the practice of roadside refuelling and 

avoid the unnecessary carriage and movement of fuel.    
 

The BTRDA Rally Championships Need You !   

We are not quite in the same position as Britain in 1914, 

but we do need more people to help with the running 

and organisation of the BTRDA Rally Championships.  This 

request is aimed not just at competitors who are already 

involved with BTRDA rallying, but at anyone who has a 

passion for stage rallying and who would like to help with 

the most popular rally championship in the UK.  If you are 

interested, then in the first instance please e-mail the 

BTRDA Rally Committee Secretary, Gill Cotton.  You will 

be very welcome.   

The BTRDA Rally Committee is considering the format of 

both the MAXXIS MSA English Rally Championship and 

the BTRDA Rally Challenge in 2018 and beyond.  We will 

be circulating an online survey to seek competitors  views 

and we would be grateful if you could spend just a couple 

of minutes to reply. 
 

EVENTS AND CONTACTS 

*7
th

 August TYNESIDE STAGES Maurice Mabon 

maurice@mabonm.freeserve.co.uk 

3rd  September WOODPECKER STAGES Roger Allan 

 entries@woodpecker-rally.co.uk , Tel: 01905 424987 

1
st

 October TRACKROD FOREST STAGES Nicola Sanderson 

trackrod.rally@gmail.com , Tel: 01937 583615 

*6th November MEM MALTON FOREST RALLY http://www.maltonmc.co.uk/maltonforestrally.html 
 

7
th

 January 2017 Annual Awards presentation Ramada Penns Hall Hotel, Sutton Coldfield, West Midlands 
* ADDITIONAL MAXXIS MSA ENGLISH CHAMPIONSHIP ROUND 
 

CHAMPIONSHIP COORDINATORS TEAM 

Howard Wilcock: 

howard@btrdarally.com 

Tel: 0115 966 5176 

 Mobile: 07769 676533 

Norman Robertson: 

norman@btrdarally.com 

Tel: 0161 748 5399 

Mobile: 07762 557285 

Gill Cotton: 

gill@btrdarally.com 

Tel: 01305 813394 

Mobile: 07980 810730 
 

CHAMPIONSHIP ELIGIBILITY SCRUTINEERS 

John Cooper: 

Email: jccmstech@gmail.com 

Tel: 01208 863406  

Mobile: 07702 240970 

Dave Newton: 

Email: daveynewton@msn.com 

Tel: 01633 672494  

Mobile: 07814 595132 

Geoff Doe: 

 Email: geoff@doemotorsport.com 

Tel: 01270 780356 

Mobile: 07808 129663 

 

http://www.rallyyorkshire.co.uk/
http://www.maltonmc.co.uk/maltonforestrally.html

