
 

 

 
 

      
 

CHAMPIONSHIP NEWSLETTER No. 6 – 2016 
 

DMACK CARLISLE STAGES RALLY 
 
RAVENOL BTRDA GOLD STAR® 
CHAMPIONSHIP 
 
PAYNE’S LEVEL INCREASES!... 
The fifth round of the RAVENOL BTRDA Gold Star® 
Rally Championship, the DMACK Carlisle Stages, 
gave competitors an opportunity to stretch their 
legs over five stages in Kielder Forest. Ignoring 
the battle going on ahead of them, Gold Star 
leaders Charlie Payne/Carl Williamson (Fiesta) 
stayed out of trouble - apart from a brief visit to 
an infamous Kielder ditch, that is - to consolidate 
their position still further by taking 4th overall, 
just one second off a podium finish and give them 
their second maximum score of the season. 

 
Charlie Payne / Carl Williamson – 1st Gold Star 

 
Next up were Stephen Petch/Michael Wilkinson 
(Fiesta R5+), putting behind them consecutive 
retirements on the Malcolm Wilson and Somerset 
Stages to register yet another good finish and, 
perhaps more importantly, put themselves back in 
contention for Gold Star honours. Having selected 
some tyres with sidewalls more suited to Kielder’s 
forest tracks (or so they thought!) for the first few 
stages, they were down in 8th with just two to go. 
In spite of a subsequent puncture, a switch to 
more conventional rubber helped them move up 
three places by the finish!     
 

 
Stephen Petch / Michael Wilkinson – 2nd Gold Star 

 
After an off day on the Plains (not literally, you 
understand!), Paul Benn/Richard Cooke were back 
on song, bringing their Focus WRC02 home just 
four seconds adrift of Petch/Wilkinson. Having 
debuted their Skoda Fabia R5 in Somerset, 
Thomas Preston/Jack Morton were back for more 
and, moving into the Top Ten on the final stage, 
arrived back in Carlisle in a very respectable 8th 
place. Andy Davies/Max Freeman (Impreza) led 
the Production Cup runners home in 9th (more of 
them anon!) and Steve Simpson/Patrick Walsh 
rounded off the Top Ten in their Fiesta S2000. 
 
Among those of whom there was no sign back at 
the finish at H&H Auctions in Carlisle, Luke 
Francis/John H Roberts were 2nd= after the 
opening stage and on their way home after the 
second! A rock jammed between the propshaft 
and the guard which damaged their Lancer EVO9’s 
propshaft, leaving the car in 2WD and that was 
that! Former BTRDA 1400 Champion and, more 
recently, better known for his performances in a 
privately-run Lancer EVO9, North Walian Matt 
Edwards had secured a run in an M-Sport Fiesta 
R5+ with the recently-retired John Millington 
along to co-drive. 2nd= with Francis on SS1, 
followed by FTDs on SS2/3 saw them leading the 
event by four seconds at that point, before a 
problem with the throttle forced them to call a 
halt to the proceedings on SS4..... 
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BTRDA PRODUCTION CUP 
 
ANDY PANDERS TO NO-ONE! 
To prove it wasn’t a flash in the pan, having 
clinched their first maximum BTRDA Production 
Cup points score on the Plains Rally a month ago, 
Andy Davies/Max Freeman took their Impreza up 
to the Carlisle Stages and did it again, finishing 9th 
overall in the process, a feat which sees them 
leapfrog their rivals to takeover top spot in the 
Production Cup. 

 
Andy Davies/Max Freeman – 1st Production Cup 

 
Exactly half-a-minute, and two places, behind 
were Sacha Kakad/James Aldridge (Lancer EVOX) - 
they’ve only done three events but have taken 
second-place points in the Production Cup on each 
occasion. If they can keep that up, they’ll be 
knocking on the door by the end of the season.....       

 
Cameron Davies / Lee Taylor – 1st Fiesta ST Trophy 

 
As previously reported, the ranks of those eligible 
for Production Cup points have been swelled 
considerably this year by contenders for the 
Fiesta ST Trophy in their 1600cc vehicles. For the 
fourth event running, maximum Fiesta points 
were claimed by Cameron Davies/Lee Taylor - a 

feat which also earned them 3rd in the Production 
Cup points and moves them up to..... 3rd in the 
overall table. 
 
The Fiesta ST Trophy is still led by Sam 
Bilham/Richard Crozier who have maintained a 
clean sheet in terms of finishes, but such is the 
close nature of the competition in the Production 
Cup that the retirement in Kielder of erstwhile 
leaders, Russ Thompson/Andy Murphy (Lancer 
EVO9) with mechanical trouble on the opening 
stage, saw them drop to 5th at a stroke!..... 
 
RAVENOL BTRDA SILVER STAR® CHAMPIONSHIP 
 
ROBINSON’S JUICES FLOW!.... 

 
Matt Robinson/Graham Wilcock – 1st Silver Star 

 
Just to set the scene, Matthew Robinson was 
BTRDA Silver Star® Rally Champion three years 
running between 2012 and 2014. When he 
appeared briefly in a Fiesta in early 2015, thereby 
ruling himself out of the two-wheel drive 
category, there were, doubtless, some sighs of 
relief amongst those who had been kept out of 
the limelight for such a long time! More recently, 
however, Matthew has been developing an 
Historic spec’ Fiat 131S and, in conjunction with 
Rally Sport Developments, his labours are 
beginning to bear fruit. On the Carlisle Stages, he 
brought the car home in 21st place to take top 
2WD honours and maximum RAVENOL BTRDA 
Silver Star® Rally Championship points. It’s been a 
while since that happened, and it’s also the first 
time this year that something that hadn’t got a 
‘Ford’ badge somewhere on its bodywork took top 
honours!  
 
Another former Champion crew, Allan 
McDowall/Gavin Heseltine, were next in their 



 

 

 
 

      
 

Escort RS1800, while the Fiesta STs (see above) 
also qualify for this category, giving Cameron 
Davies/Lee Taylor 3rd on the day. 
 
It’s interesting to note that, from the five events 
so far, four different crews have taken maximums 
- which is another way of saying that no-one has 
grabbed the series by the scruff of the neck! 
Defending champion Boyd Kershaw is the only one 
to have ‘won’ twice but, with two absences 
already, the ‘Flying Kiwi’ has no margin for error 
between now and the end of the season if he is to 
achieve his objective of back-to-back titles!.... 
 
THOMAS PANELS BTRDA 1400 CHAMPIONSHIP 
 
NO BOOBS FROM JORDAN!... 
Jordan Hone, co-driven by his brother Paul, put 
up a faultless display to take his Proton Satria to a 
confidence-boosting victory in the Thomas Panels 
BTRDA 1400 Championship on the Carlisle Stages. 
The Ulstermen had registered a DNF last time out 
but have come back strongly and are, so far, the 
only crew to have two maximums to their credit. 

 
Jordan Hone / Paul Hone – 1st 1400 

 
Second place, after a superb drive on what was 
their first Championship event of the season, 
went to Joe Evett/Phil Hall in a 1400C MG ZR. 
Matt Jackson/Claire Williams had a character-
building (or should that be ‘suspension building?) 
day in their Micra which required plenty of TLC to 
a rear anti-roll bar before it deposited them back 
at the finish in 3rd place! 
 
By all accounts, Freddy & Toby Brick had an 
equally exciting day as they continually tried to 
persuade their Nova to face the front on the 
Kielder gravel! 2nd in class, seven seconds ahead 
of Championship leaders Neil Andrew/Dom Adams 

(Micra), keeps them in contention, but (how many 
times have we heard this?), with two retirements, 
they must keep up the pressure on each of the 
remaining three events.... 
 
Unfortunately, Chris Powell/Jim Lewis’ euphoria 
at actually getting their Talbot Sunbeam to the 
finish of an event (the Plains) after three 
consecutive DNFs was to be short-lived. Having 
trekked all the way up to Cumbria from 
Herefordshire, the car’s engine let go on the third 
stage. Cue a ‘John Cleese moment’ - right, I’ve 
warned you, I’m going to give you a damn good 
thrashing!..... 
 
VITAL EQUIPMENT RALLY FIRST CHAMPIONSHIP 
 
SCRUTINISING THE RESULTS!.... 
MSA Scrutineer Dominic Hodge and co-driver 
Stefan Arndt were back to their winning ways in 
the Vital Equipment Rally First Championship in 
Carlisle. Their 1.4 Micra took its third maximum of 
the season, ahead of Richard Wells/Calvin 
Houldsworth’s 1600 VW Polo, with the Fiesta R1 of 
Tom Williams/Emma Morrison third in the 
category. 

 
Dominic Hodge / Stefan Arndt – 1st Rally First 

 
Emily & Eliot Retallick (Peugeot 205XS) finished 
2nd in the RF1.4 class, keeping them in touching 
distance of Hodge/Arndt, while the 1.0 litre class 
was the preserve of Phil Spilsted/Osian Owen 
(Micra). 



 

 

 
 

      
 

 
Richard Wells/Calvin Houldsworth – 2nd Rally First 

 
It’s worth mentioning that the list of retirements 
from the Carlisle Stages, which contains 30% of 
the original starters, does not include any Rally 
First cars. Now, if that isn’t testament to their 
reliability, especially somewhere with a 
reputation like Kielder, then what is?....     
 
CHAMPIONSHIP POINTS 
A full list of all the RAVENOL BTRDA Rally Series 
points can be found in the Competitor section of 
www.btrdarally.com.  
 
MAXXIS MSA ENGLISH RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP 
 
ROBINSON CRUISES TO VICTORY!.... 
Matthew Robinson was the highest-placed eligible 
finisher in the MAXXIS MSA English Rally 
Championship on the Carlisle Stages. His Fiat 131S 
was the winner of Class E5, with the Escorts of 
Allan McDowall and Tony Williams in 2nd & 3rd.  
 

 
Allan McDowall / Gavin Hesletine 2nd Class E5 

 
Cameron Davies/Lee Taylor’s third consecutive 
win in E4 sees them assuming the lead of the 

Championship overall, while Sam Bilham’s similar 
Fiesta was 2nd in class on the day.  
 
James Hutchings/James Hood took an early lead 
in Class E3 before their Nova retired in Kershope, 
leaving Tim & Kit Leigh’s Fiesta to clean up. The 
Escort Mexico of Robin Shuttleworth/Ron 
Roughead was next, maintaining its 2nd in class in 
the Championship.  

 
Tim & Kit Leigh – 1st Class E3 

 
In the hotly contested E2 class, Jordan & Paul 
Hone (Satria) held a slender lead over Joe 
Evett/Phil Hall (MG ZR) who kept them honest, 
setting fastest times on the last two stages.  
 
Dominic Hodge/Stefan Arndt took Class E1 in their 
Micra but, having registered a DNF last time out in 
Somerset, they are still behind Emily Retallick’s 
Peugeot 205 which has three consecutive 2nd 
places in the Championship to its credit. 
 
Now for some asphalt! The Tyneside Stages, on 
the Otterburn Ranges, is next at the beginning of 
August....   
 
CHAMPIONSHIP POINTS 
A full list of all the MAXXIS MSA Rally 
Championship points are published in the 
Competitors section of the Championship website 
www.englishrally.co.uk.  
 
BTRDA RALLY CHALLENGE 
 
ALL CLEAR ON THE PRESTON FRONT!.... 
The mixed-surface BTRDA Rally Challenge sprang 
back into action on the DMACK Carlisle Stages and 
Thomas Preston/Jack Morton’s fine 8th overall in 
their Skoda Fabia R5 was enough to see the driver 
join his co-driver as leader of this category, 



 

 

 
 

      
 

overhauling an absent George Morrison for the 
honour! 
 
On the day, Stephen Petch (Fiesta R5+) scored 
maximum points with his 5th overall but, having 
retired from the only other Championship round 
he has contested, the Bishop Auckland driver now 
has some catching up to do! 
 
Steve Simpson/Patrick Walsh (Fiesta S2000) also 
opened their accounts in this year’s series, while 
Scotsman Steven Clark (Lancer EVO5) will be very 
pleased to have put a score on the board, having 
retired from both the Somerset Stages and Manx 
National Rallies earlier in the season. 
 
Julian Barnett/Sasha Heriot (Impreza) began their 
campaign on the Isle of Man and a finish in 
Carlisle enabled them to add another solid points 
score to their total. 
 
The BTRDA Rally Challenge points are published in 
the information section of the BTRDA Rally Series 
website. The ‘Challengers’ now follow the English 
Championship competitors on to the Otterburn 
Ranges for the Tyneside Stages..... 
 
The remaining rounds of the BTRDA Rally 
Challenge are:  
• 9th July - Nicky Grist Stages - Gravel  
• 7th August - Tyneside Stages - Asphalt  
• 28th August - Mewla Rally - Asphalt  
• 1st October - Trackrod Forest Stages - Gravel 
 
MINTEX / QUESTMEAD BONUS SCHEME  
The winners of the Mintex Awards on the Carlisle 
Stages, each of whom receive a FREE set of 
competition brake pads from Questmead Ltd, 
were: -  
 
Best Improvement on Start Number in Gold Star 
/Silver Star: John Tolson (Subaru Impreza) (B13)  
Best Improvement on Start Number in 1400/Rally 
First: Tom Williams (again) Fiesta R1 (RF1.6)  
Steve or Alan Brown from Questmead can be 
found in the Service Area at most events. To 
claim your reward, please contact them in 
advance on 01706 363939. 
 
HYUNDAI GENPOWER Awards 2016 
Hyundai Genpower are offering £300 worth of 
vouchers for Hyundai generators or pressure 
washers on each event. At the Carlisle Stages it 

was for competitors in the BTRDA Production Cup 
and the winners are: - Andy Davies £150, Sacha 
Kakad £100 and Cameron Davies £50. On the 
Nicky Grist Stages it will be the turn of 
competitors in the BTRDA Historic Cup.  
 
The winners of the Hyundai Genpower vouchers 
will be contacted direct by Roland Llewellin of 
Genpower to confirm the arrangements for 
claiming their awards.     
 
FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
Nicky Grist Stages – 9th July  
Further to our earlier e-mails, this event is 
proving very popular. The BTRDA event (Nat B) is 
based at the Royal Welsh Showground in Builth 
Wells and consists of the usual excellent gravel 
stages providing around 45 miles in total.  The 
Regulations for the Nicky Grist 100 Stages (a 2 day 
Nat A rally qualifying for the BRC) differ from the 
National B rally in several ways including 
recceing, servicing arrangements and lateness 
penalties. Therefore, in order to qualify for the 
BTRDA Championship or Challenge points you need 
to enter the Nicky Grist Stages (Nat B) one-day 
gravel rally.  To enter go to 
www.nickygriststages.co.uk    
 
Tyneside Stages  - 7th August 
Round 4 of the MAXXIS MSA English Rally 
Championship is the Tyneside Stages on Otterburn 
on 7th August. The event is also a round of the 
mixed surface BTRDA Rally Challenge. This is the 
first time an all asphalt event has been included 
in the English Rally Championship. Entries are 
limited to a maximum of 90 so competitors are 
urged to enter A.S.A.P.  Follow the link to the 
Tyneside Stages at The Tyneside Stages Rally — 
Alnwick and District Motor Club 
 
Date of 2016 Awards Presentation – 7th January 
We are pleased to confirm that the Awards 
Presentation for the 2016 RAVENOL BTRDA Rally 
Series and the MAXXIS MSA English Rally 
Championship will be held on Saturday 7th 
January at the Ramada Penns Hall Hotel, Sutton 
Coldfield, West Midlands. Details of tickets, room 
reservations etc will be circulated in due course.  
  
OIL ANALYSIS / ENGINE WEAR: 
Our main BTRDA Rally Series sponsor RAVENOL UK 
have teamed up with the leading oil condition 
monitoring laboratory to provide a cost effective 



 

 

 
 

      
 

oil and engine wear analysis at a reduced price of 
just £20 (inc vat) for any registered BTRDA Rally 
Series driver. Please see the details of this 
attractive / sensible offer on the RAVENOL UK 
website www.ravenol.co.uk  
 
ON EVENT FUEL: 
Vital Equipment are the official fuel supplier to 
the Championship. They are at all the events and 
provide a consistent quality MSA compliant Super 
Unleaded fuel and an FIA spec Carless turbo fuel. 

They ensure fuel is dispensed under strictly 
controlled and safe conditions. We strongly 
emphasise the convenience, safety and 
organisational benefits that using the Vital 
Equipment facility brings to competitors. To order 
your fuel please use the on-line order facility 
listed in the Competitors section of the BTRDA 
Rally Series website.  NB: The deadline for orders 
is 7 days before the event.  
 

 
EVENTS AND CONTACTS 
7th July NICKY GRIST STAGES RALLY Helena Mayall 

entries@nickygriststages.co.uk  Tel: 07974 745841 
*7th August TYNESIDE STAGES Maurice Mabon 

maurice@mabonm.freeserve.co.uk 
3rd  September WOODPECKER STAGES Roger Allan 

entries@woodpecker-rally.co.uk Tel: 01905 424987 
1st October TRACKROD FOREST STAGES Nicola Sanderson 

trackrod.rally@gmail.com Tel: 01937 583615 
*6th November MEM MALTON FOREST 

RALLY 
http://www.maltonmc.co.uk/maltonforestrally.html 
 

* ADDITIONAL MAXXIS MSA ENGLISH CHAMPIONSHIP ROUND 
 
CHAMPIONSHIP COORDINATORS TEAM 
Howard Wilcock: 
howard@btrdarally.com 
Tel: 0115 966 5176 
Mobile: 07769 676533 

Norman Robertson: 
norman@btrdarally.com 
Tel: 0161 748 5399 
Mobile: 07762 557285 

Gill Cotton: 
gill@btrdarally.com 
Tel: 01305 813394 
Mobile: 07980 810730 

 
CHAMPIONSHIP ELIGIBILITY SCRUTINEERS 
John Cooper: 
Email: jccmstech@gmail.com 
Tel: 01208 863406  
Mobile: 07702 240970 

Dave Newton: 
Email: daveynewton@msn.com 
Tel: 01633 672494  
Mobile: 07814 595132 

Geoff Doe: 
Email:geoff@doemotorsport.com  
Tel: 01270 780356 
Mobile: 07808 129663 

 
The photographs in our Newsletters and on our websites are courtesy of Ralliphotos Wales. 

Contact ralliphotoswales@yahoo.co.uk 


